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in contrast, a study of k-4 classrooms in the united states reports that the majority of children in the
united states experience informal, positive emotional interactions with others during the elementary

years (sussman, 2000). a variety of positive social interactions range from simple forms of
acceptance such as standing and nodding when passing on the schoolyard or at the playground, to
overt gestures of friendliness such as embracing and holding hands. children in the united states

report in general greater frequency of these positive interactions with the same sex, and children in
single-gender classrooms engaged in more positive interactions than children in mixed gender

classrooms. given the importance of school climate and schoolwork, friendships, and exclusion and
bullying, it is not surprising that students who are involved in bullying have lower grades, fewer

friends and report poor achievement and greater substance use . (survey of bullying & prohibited
relationships). beyond the research, there are many school-based initiatives that have been

developed to target bullying and reduce its impact. schools provide the ideal setting for launching
school-based bullying prevention programmes. because the majority of students experience at least

one bullying incident in the school setting, bullying is an ideal topic for schools. schools that
implement an anti-bullying policy are more likely to receive funding for the prevention of bullying
through the safe schools education program, through schools that work to prevent bullying using

strategies such as bullying intervention programs, or those which work to identify and support
children who are victims and bullies . those schools which are both anti-bullying and well-functioning

schools are better able to support both children and teachers. an anti-bullying policy should be
introduced in new schools, or implemented for existing schools, when students enter kindergarten. it

would be best to include all staff as well as students, and would be most effective if implemented
prior to the development of friendships in the classroom.
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this assessment documents the bullying behaviours that occur in schools. the results of this
assessment should help you decide if the school needs to address the problem. if your schools

problem is assessed as mild or moderate, the report should provide you with information you can
use to develop a strategy for addressing the problem. if the problem is severe, you may need

additional assistance to help you develop a strategy. once you have formulated a strategy, you will
need to develop a plan to implement the steps you have outlined. the objective of your plan should

be to address the sources of problems, as well as develop bullying-specific prevention activities such
as anti-bullying programs that provide anti-bullying information and training for students and adults,
as well as community-wide programs and policies. it is also essential that you coordinate your efforts
with the community to begin to address the aforementioned sources of the problem. the bullying- it's

hurtful project for london, ontario is one of several comprehensive prevention and intervention
programs conducted across the country. the findings from the project suggest that the following
recommendations would assist in planning an effective program: some strategies that work in a
school setting, such as bullying policies and curricula that focus on moral and social values that

prohibit bullying, might be less effective when the violence extends into the community. for
example, “code of conduct” programs, which generally involve additional training for teachers and
students about anti-bullying behaviours that are taught to reinforce in a variety of ways, have been
implemented in schools. although they have been found to be effective in reducing the incidence of
bullying at school (fox et al., 2003), they do not show any consistent effects on bullying occurring

outside the school (pepler & craig, 2004). the policies may have a better chance of affecting the long-
term outcomes if they are linked to existing community projects that also target mediating factors

such as social norms and behavioural expectations. 5ec8ef588b
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